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 Early intervention  

 All students entitled to special education (guaranteed by 
legislation) 

 No closed doors  

 High level of trust and freedom(c. teacher education) 

 High professionalism  (c. teacher education) 

 Traditionally valued in society (c. weak signals) 

 Very little standardised testing and comparison 

 

Features: 



 Yes, kids do have homework, although not as much as in 
many other countries 

 Yes, we do have national tests, but they are used for 
guiding and follow up. Tests are not regular and they are 
done with sample schools. The information is not public. 

 Yes, learning is measured, but mostly to plan teaching. 

 Yes, there is variation between the weakest and the 
stongest students, but the aim is to have small regional 
variation and bigger variation in schools to avoid 
polarisation in the society  

 

Some common misconceptios: 



 The school days are usually longer than 4 hours, but 
smaller kids have shorter days. 

 There are private schools in Finland (although not as 
many as in many other countries, they follow the 
same national curriculum as public schools) 

 National curriculum is quite detailed, although maybe 
not as detailed as in many other countries. 

 The system is not decentralised as such. It is guided 
from the top and supported by the sides…. 

 

Some common misconceptions 
corrected: 



 Early intervention and special education 

 Highly qualified and motivated teachers 

 Trust and responsibility 

 Equity and equality (both among students and among staff) 

 Evaluation and assessment 

 Early childhood education (c. reality in classrooms) 

 Still fairly free curriculum (c. weak signals) 

 Still fairly thin administration (c. weak signals) 

Strong points of Finnish education
 (my personal opinion) 



 New National Curriculum should be operational 
August 1, 2016 in grades 1 to 6 and the upper grades in 
the following years – more cross-subject and cross-
grade teaching required 

 Society less homogenemous than in the past – new 
kind of challenges 

 IT vs. traditional approaches in teaching 

 Continuous teacher education? 

Where are we going? 
(my own thoughts…) 


